INTRODUCTION
Since late 1989 and early 1990, conditions have greatly improved for reconstructing the fate of missing documents from the era of fascist rule over Europe. This has come about in the aftermath of political change in the GDR, Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union, with regards to archival policy there. It has also been due to the fact that US documents have recently become available pertaining to the confiscation of material from Nazi organizations in the initial postwar years. In the forefront of historical and political interest are -understandably -those sensational finds which either close important gaps in knowledge, or, as in a few cases, once again question the findings of research that had been considered completed. Examples of the latter include the discovery of the archives of Office VII of the RSHA, Reich Security Headquarters (Research and Evaluation), and the files from the supervisor of building works at the concentration camp at Auschwitz which are located in the Moscow Special Archive.
1 No less important are the numerous, newly identified fragments of former collections, which also promise to advance research significantly once they have been carefully compiled with known archival remains.
Among the documents falling into this second category are all of the file fragments and library remnants now known to exist that pertain to the realm of labour and social policy of the Nazi dictatorship both in Germany and the occupied countries. Of particular interest are the recent revelations dealing with the main collection of the Deutsche Arbeitsfront (namely, the Central Archive and Central Library of the DAF's Arbeitswissenschaftliches Institut); it was indeed a compilation of the widely pillaged archives and libraries of the entire European labour movement. Most of these archives and libraries are believed to be lost still today. The new material being presented here on the DAF pillages and the later whereabouts of books and archival papers should be considered as a direct continuation of the documents published on the topic in issue 2/1989. 2 Not addressed here is the topic of the confiscation of German labour movement documents prior to the raids in the occupied territories. Let it simply be noted that the RSHA special collection of the SED Central Party Archive at the Institute for Marxism-Leninism (now the Institute for the History of the Labour Movement, Berlin) helps considerably to clarify this issue. 3 This collection has been made accessible recently. Until mid-1937, the documents of the crushed German trade unions were a bone of contention with the security forces apparatus, and were confiscated and analysed exclusively for purposes of repression. 4 Not until the DAF treasury finally took over the confiscated trade union finances, starting in the summer of 1937, did the more general interests in the documentary plunder that had been accumulated by then prevail. This was due in good part to the confrontation between the DAF bureaucracy and the compensation claims of several hundred former trade union secretaries. 3 It was under these circumstances that the Arbeitswissenschaftliches Institut of the DAF finally was in a position to step in, following a two-year effort by the institute to compile the documents and libraries of the disbanded labour organizations along social science and sociopolitical guidelines. 6 This conflict over competency between the relatively narrow interests of repression and the long-term ones of power and social engineering was to repeat itself as Nazi Germany invaded its neighbours, one after another. When the Wehrmacht and the SS marched into Austria in March 1938, special units of the Gestapo and SS Security Service (Sicherheitsdienst, henceforth: SD) seized the archives and libraries of the trade union federation and its workers' chambers. On the one hand, the security police's interest in examining this material was to gain insight into the nature of the federation's labour and social policy. On the other hand, this scrutiny of the booty served to still the craving for seizing special trophies from the Austrian Marxist labour movement, a movement which had itself been sidelined within the "standestaatlichen" corporations. In late April 1938, the libraries of Pernerstorfer, Adler and Winarsky, which had been set up in separate rooms of the Workers' Chamber of Vienna, were shipped to Berlin. 7 The special task force of the Arbeitswissenschaftliches Institut in Vienna was not able to take any action until after the workers' chambers and trade unions had been disbanded on 10 June 1938, and their property turned over to the DAF. 8 In his capacity as DAF representative of the Reich Commissar for the Reunification of Austria with the German Reich, Theodor Hupfauer assigned on 25 July the Arbeitswissenschaftliches Institut with the responsibility of taking over and managing all of the social statistical facilities, libraries and collections belonging to the disbanded unions and workers' chambers. 9 In the weeks both preceding and succeeding this, there evolved a strong tug-of-war with Odilo Globocnik, the Viennese NSDAP Gau leader who repeatedly tried to block particularly the transfer of the Workers' Chamber library to the Central Library of the DAF in Berlin. 10 The conflict ended in Berlin's favour when Reich Commissar Josef Biirckel, a close ally of the Arbeitswissenschaftliches Institut," ousted Globocnik in early February 1939. 12 By the spring of 1939, the Gestapo and SD headquarters were also forced to surrender the majority of their trade union booty to the Arbeitswissenschaftliches Institut, chiefly because the primacy of security interests in these documents could no longer be sustained against the legally uncontestable DAF claim to ownership once annexed Austria had become politically stabilized.
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By the time the French Republic capitulated to the Wehrmacht over two years later, the conflict which had again become so obvious in the case of Austria between those interested in the material as a means of 7 See Doc. no. 2. 8 Manfred Sterling, "Aufbau und Wandel der Organisationsstrukturen der Arbeiterkammern von 1920 bis 1938", Ph.D. Thesis, Vienna, 1983, pp. 385f . ' Sec Doc. no. 1. 10 Karl Stubenvoll, " 'Unbekannten Ortes verschickt?' Der Raub der Wiener Arbeiterkammerbibliothek 1938/39", Biblos, Osterreichische Zeitschrift filr Buch-und Bibliothekswesen, 39 (1990) 2, pp. 109-115, here pp. 113f. 11 Karl Heinz Roth, "Sozialimperialistische Aspcktc der Okkupationspolitik: Strategien und Aktivitaten der 'Dcutschen Arbcitsfront' (DAF)", in Werner R6hr (ed.), Faschismus und Rassisrnus. Kontrovcrsen um Ideologic und Opfer (Berlin, 1922), pp. 353-375, here pp. 356f . " However, the conflict over the library belonging to the Workers' Chamber of Vienna played a minor role in this "Vienna Gau leader crisis". For more on the background, see Gerhard Botz, Wien vom "Anschlufl" zum Kricg. Nationalsozialistische Machtilbernahme und politisch'sozialc Umgestaltung am Beispiel der Stadt Wien 1938 /39, Vienna, J 1980 On the other hand, Stubenvoll (n. 10, p. 113) assumes that the material the Gestapo robbed from the library of the Workers' Chamber arrived at the Central Library of the Arbcitswisscnschaftlichcs Institut immediately. As other similar yet better documented incidents show, it is more probable that the Arbcitswisscnschaftlichcs Institut only obtained the material following long negotiations with the Gestapo, whereby it profited significantly from the DAFs strengthened claim to ownership.
repression and those interested in it for social-engineering purposes had by no means been resolved, but it had been institutionalized. In the "Sicherungsstab Paris" (Paris security task force), assigned to the head of the security police and the SD, the archival and library experts from the secret services, the foreign office, and the DAF were responsible from the very beginning for seeing to it that a division of labour was set up to locate, confiscate and divide up the booty.
14 For the representatives of the Arbeitswissenschaftliches Institut, this was of utmost importance since France, with the exception of Elsace and Lorraine, would not be annexed, and therefore it would not be possible to construe any form of DAF ownership claim -regardless how ingenious -to property and documents belonging to the French trade unions. However, a new conflict arose in addition to that of juggling the various intended purposes for the captured archives and libraries by the acquisitions task force: namely, the problem of the relationship between the occupational force in the process of establishing itself and the workers' organizations. Open confiscation of the most politically sensitive property of the French trade unions was only opportune if severely repressive action was taken against the entire spectrum of the labour movement and, as a consequence, no attempt was made from the very start to establish a collaborating regime supported by a broad societal consensus. In the first few weeks following the signing of the armistice, such political considerations played no role. On the contrary, Hans Richter, the head of the documentation department of the Arbeitswissenschaftliches Institut, contacted the "Archivsonderkommando" (archival special commando) of the Foreign Office in order to get his full share of the booty from the Wehrmacht plunderings, which he had learned were taking place. 15 As the recently recovered letter of 29 July to SSSturmbannfiihrer Helmut Knochen at the Paris acquisitions task force and other documents show, Richter even travelled to Paris himself in mid-July 1940, and presented an encompassing list of demands, which claimed for the DAF central office in Berlin all papers from the International Federation of Trade Unions (IFTU), the French office of the International Labour Office, the Confederation Ge*ne*rale du Travail (CGT), and each of the larger French trade unions.'
6 Cooperation with the acquisitions task force ran smoothly, and obviously the DAF's expressed wishes were given top priority during the course of the raids. Had the pillaging specialists on site been supplied with enough personnel to aid them and sufficient transportation capacities, 17 then the documentation department of the Arbeitswissenschaftliches Institut would have been able to celebrate yet another triumph following the successes in Austria and Czechslovakia. Yet it was not to turn out this way. On 9 August 1940, the head of the SD headquarters in Paris notified the head of Office IV (Gestapo) at Reich Security Headquarters that the hunt demanded by Richter for the material from the International Labour Office believed to be in southern France could not be carried out 18 -an initial indication that the evolving collaboration with the Vichy government would also require concessions from the beneficiaries. Whereas at first it was the established borders that had to be respected -the operation was to have taken place in Toulouse in the unoccupied sector of France 19 -institutional barriers quickly followed. The first truck transports of confiscated material originally from the French offices of international trade union organizations and the CGT were finally shipped to Berlin in September and October 1940 . 20 Yet on 7 November, a staff member from the DAF office Hellwig, now established at the military command headquarters in France, informed the heads of the Arbeitswissenschaftliches Institut that any further shipment of CGT material was being stopped. One week later, Director Wolfgang Pohl explained his relinquishment so:
21 the anti-communist CGT minority associated with Rene* Belin, who had recently advanced to the position of Vichy Industry and Labour Minister, had developed into a significant pillar of support of the Pe*tain government and needed to be respected. 22 Four days later, Pohl retracted this since the Vichy government had just decided to disband the CGT. 23 However, the otherwise so well-informed director of the DAF social science research centre had erred in his, the political, interpretation of this decree. Belin and his associates had supported the decision to disband the CGT because they wanted to strive towards a corporative social constitution beyond institutionalized class conflict. 24 As a result, it remained a part of the collaboration pact, and Pohl was forced on 25 November, in all due form, to concede to the chief of military administration at military command headquarters in France that the period of unlimited looting had finally come to an end, including the plundering of archives and organizations' registries. 25 All further transfer of documents from the CGT and other French trade unions was stopped; even the material that had already been shipped to Berlin was supposed to be returned.
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At military command headquarters in France, Belgium and northern France, and at the Reich Commissar for the Dutch occupied territories, the DAF offices -named after Werner Hellwig, the head of the DAF Legal Office -switched to the new line of collaboration and began in a less spectacular manner to acquire the mastery necessary for implementing the social policy of the occupation. 27 However, while this was occurring elsewhere, the expert looters of the Arbeitswissenschaftliches Institut intensified their efforts aimed at the collections of the international trade union organizations that were expressly excluded from the restrictions now in effect. 28 Yet all in all, by spring 1941, the experts of the Arbeitswissenschaftliches Institut had so intensively studied the constellations of western Europe's trade union movement that, with the help of openly pro-Nazi, union-like "opposition groups", 29 they succeeded in effectively curbing the highly mistrusted collaboration course of a Rend Belin or Hendrik de Man. 30 In connection with the previously published documents, those presented here provide greater insight into the scope and limitations of the confiscation of trade union documents conducted by the DAF and its Arbeitswissenschaftliches Institut. It can therefore be assumed that the examples outlined for Austria and France are representative for the various procedures in cases of annexation and occupation of developed, capitalized states with the corresponding consolidated trade union movements.
So where did the confiscated books and archival material end up? Were they destroyed when the seat of the Arbeitswissenschaftliches Institut was 31 As the documents presented here show, the losses among the collection of the Central Library were far less severe than has been assumed. Evacuated remnants belonging to the Central Archive and the registries of several departments of the Arbeitswissenschaftliches Institut were saved.
As early as 26 May 1945, Gerhard Bock, the former librarian at the Central Library, wrote a short memorandum for the Berlin City Council on the fate and condition of the collection following the fierce final battle for the capital of the Reich. 32 He stated that by then the Central Library of the DAF had comprised 320,000 books, excluding the newspaper and periodical collections. Of these, nearly one-third was supposed to have been evacuated to Silesia before the end of the war, the rest having remained stored at ImmelmannstraBe 10 in the Kreuzberg district (later part of the US sector). This structure remained undamaged, as was not the case for the adminsitrative offices at Leipziger Platz and in the Franzosische StraBe. In addition, the collection in the ImmelmannstraBe should have been retrieved, since the building itself was required by the German book printers association. (Prior to 1933 it was the "House of Book Printers".)
More detailed information is to be found in a file memo dated 10 July 1945, which was probably also written by Bock. 33 According to this, the evacuated portion of the library (250,000 volumes) was supposed to have been shipped in fourteen freight cars to a mill in Quickendorf in Lower Silesia. Remnants were also thought to be among the ruins of the Arbeitswissenschaftliches Institut at Leipziger Platz 14 and at Franzosische StraBe 22. The author does not seem concerned by the discrepancy between the figures cited in the reports of 26 May and 10 July. According to the latter report, the total collection of the Central Library must have consisted of 750,000 volumes, if one accepts as accurate the contention that the estimated 250,000 evacuated volumes consisted of a third of the total collection. From this there arises a difference of 430,000 volumes compared to the initial figures cited in the report of 26 May, a difference that can in no way be made up by the uncounted magazine and newspaper volumes. Actually, the fact is probably that approximately one-third of the 250,000 "volumes" stored safely in Silesia consisted of files from the Central Archive, which also had some offices located in the ImmelmannstraBe, Beginning in the autumn of 1943, the Archive's 300,000 filesj equalling 8,700 running meters, was also being evacuated to several safety depots. 34 Since there still existed about 230,000 items in the library racks of the ImmelmannstraBe facility in early 1946, 35 the entire collection of the Central Library at the end of the war probably totalled a sum of about 400,000-450,000 books, magazine and newspaper volumes, from which 130,000-150,000 were shipped to Lower Silesia in regions later to become Polish territory.
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On 18 July 1945, the Berlin City Council's Department for Adult Education turned over the remaining collection from the ImmelmannstraBe stacks of the former Central Library to the Freier Deutscher Gewerkschaftsbund (FDGB, Federation of Free German Trade Unions), which was just in the process of being established. 37 The council also authorized the removal of this material. In turn, the FDGB assigned its board member Ernst Lenner with the task of conducting a comprehensive inspection of the entire documentation of the former DAF, in order best to prepare to take possession of as much of it as possible. Lenner summed up the results of his inspection on 18 August in a memorandum for his fellow board members. 38 We have this report to thank for the most accurate overview to date of the scope and the displacement of the entire collection of files and books that had been in the possession of the Arbeitswissenschaftliches Institut of the DAF shortly before the end of the war (March 1945). According to this report, the main body of the collection from the Central Archive and the Central Library, including the 180,000 publications stemming from the library of the Vienna Workers' Chamber, was to be found in the stacks of the ImmelmannstraBe facility, in so far as it was not shipped to Falkenstein in Silesia and the NSDAP training camp at Crossinsee in Pommern by autumn 1944. 39 The safety depot at Falkenstein, to which references have recently been discovered, has yet to be definitely identified. 40 The Lenner was convinced that a major portion of the collection had been lost due to the comprehensive evacuation efforts and the destruction of both the main office and the Berlin subsidiary offices of the Arbeitswissenschaftliches Institut. But he did confirm the key importance of the ImmelmannstraBe stacks, as had Bock, and advocated in conclusion that all material to be found in Berlin should be seized for safekeeping.
However, in the following months, no major action was undertaken to salvage the documentation, which should come as no surprise considering the immense problems involved in trade union policy during the phase of reconstruction. Not until unexpected competition for the inheritance of the DAF's Arbeitswissenschaftliches Institut appeared in February-March 1946 did the FDGB once again become active.
In autumn 1945, a special mission of the Library of Congress in Washington was formed labelled the "Library of Congress Mission*'. Its task was to locate non-archival documents of disbanded Nazi organizations with the support of the American occupational authorities and on the basis of the corresponding decrees issued by the Allied Control Council, to confiscate or purchase and send them to Washington. 43 The first Berlin representative of this special mission, Jacob Zuckerman, arrived in early 1946 and was soon informed of the immense library depot of the DAF in the ImmelmannstraBe. By the time he visited the stacks for the first time on 15 March, the FDGB had just moved a large portion of the collection to its central offices in the WallstraBe in the Soviet sector of the city. 44 Zuckerman chose not to protest formally, especially since the FDGB action had been authorized by a city council ruling. Instead he attempted to negotiate exchanges. Four days later he inspected the new FDGB depot in which 150,000-200,000 volumes from the ImmelmannstraBe stacks were stored. He then worked out an agreement to have technical journals sorted out for the "LC Mission" and to have those library remnants returned that the DAF robbed from Austria, Holland, Belgium and Poland. 45 The first exchange occurred in early April. The FDGB received a truckload of books from the "LC Mission" stemming from the remaining ImmelmannstraBe collection that the DAF had robbed from the German trade union libraries. In turn, the FDGB itself handed over two truckloads of technical journals designated for the Library of Congress and booty from European trade union libraries. 46 Further transactions were not documented, although they undoubtedly took place for there was a great deal of criticism in the US of them. This placed Zuckerman under considerable pressure to legitimize the transactions. At the end of April, he emphasized in his report to his superiors that, together with the section of the US military government responsible for such matters, he had undertaken everything possible to sort out the stolen material before its shipment to Washington and to ensure its return to previous owners. With regards to the ImmelmannstraBe collection, he pointed out that if he had not intervened, a great amount of material confiscated by the DAF in Holland, Czechoslovakia and Austria would have disappeared in the FDGB depot in the Soviet sector of Berlin. 47 Certainly that was only half of the story. Undoubtedly, large amounts of the DAF booty were handed over to the US military government and taken to special depots where they were then returned to their original owners by 1947-48. 48 However, of the 150,000 items from the DAF collection that arrived at the Library of Congress, another 60,000 items were sorted out in 1947 alone and returned the following year to the West German trade unions. 49 Therefore it cannot be completely ruled out that parts of the lost collections from the formerly occupied countries may still be located today in the 115 special libraries in the USA to which material was distributed by the "LC Mission". 50 In the final analysis, it remains certain that the material from the DAF Central Library still in Berlin after 1944-45 -an estimated two-thirds of the entire collection -was dispersed along the following lines up until 1948: most of the specialized technical literature and actual DAF publications landed in the USA; two-thirds of the material previously plundered from the German trade unions was returned to the East German trade union movement and one-third to West German labour, while restitution to the European trade union movement progressed unsystematically and inadequately. Still completely unknown are the wherabouts of the material that had been evacuated to Silesia, northern Bohemia and Pomerania by the autumn of 1944. We only know from recently discovered documents in FDGB files that the extensive Silesian Verlagerungsbesta'nde had been put together in Cracow, Poland, in 1946. Although the FDGB has known of this since 1949, no subsequent investigations have been undertaken. An initiative started seventeen years later also became bogged down. 31 It still has to be investigated what has become of these Cracow files, which probably contained parts of the DAF Central Archive as well.
However, the archive of newspaper clippings belonging to the Arbeitswissenschaftliches Institut remained largely intact. It had been stored, completely unprotected, in the cellar of the FriedrichstraBe edifice until the autumn of 1947" and was formally turned over to the FDGB fiduciary office in December 1947." By no means did this ensure the safekeeping of this precious collection, in which existed important documentary material from the trade unions and social policy groups that dated back in part to the First World War, in addition to a massive collection of newspaper and periodical articles pertaining to specific topics and institutions. upheavals".
56 It was picked up by the Marx-Engels-Lenin Institute of the SED and incorporated into the collection of the Central Party Archive. In the 1950s, remnants of trade union files were also found in West Berlin and made available to the Historic Commission. 57 However, when these finds are compared with the entire collection of historical files on the German and European labour movement that had existed in the DAF Central Archive, it becomes clear how small these later finds were. Nothing will probably change the fact that most of this material has been lost, even after the standard, currently available archival sources on the trade union movement in Germany and Europe have been checked for an eventual "stopover" in the Central Archive of the Deutsche Arbeitsfront. Much effort was made by the central archival bureaucracies of both East and West Germany beginning in the 1950s to obtain and inventory the special registries of the main DAF offices that also belonged to the Central Archive. Yet the rewards were not very great, disregarding the relevant material turned over by the FDGB archive to the Central State Archive in Potsdam. 58 Even they remain incomplete. Only recently was material from the department "Colonial Social Policy" of the DAF's Arbeitswissenschaftliches Institut located in the FDGB archive, 59 enchanced by a few documents, chaotically lumped together, which belonged to the Institute and have often been cited here. Without any knowledge of this source remnant, the search for the lost archives of the German, European and international labour movement would further stagnate. This small find has once again confirmed how important it would be to investigate further the now-known clues and to extend the search, especially to the depot locations in Eastern Europe that are mentioned in the documents as being the places where the collection was evacuated to safety in 1944-45 before the air war commenced. The hypothesis that the collection has survived in the * Doc. no. 28. 17 The American occupation authorities turned them over to the Berlin regional association of the SPD. Dear Mr State Secretary, I would like with respect to refer to your discussion with party comrade Budell from the Arbeitswissenschaftliches Institut of the Deutsche Arbeitsfront and would be greatly indebted to you if, as was the point of this discussion, you would see to it that Gauleiter Globocnik sends us written authorization as soon as possible, so that we can ship the library in question to Berlin. The sooner this shipment occurs, the sooner the library can be set up in order to serve its various tasks.
As party comrade Budell has already informed you, we will compile a usable reference library suitable for the working needs of a Gau administration. I am currently involved with this work and hope to be able to show you the core of this library in the next few days. When you compare this material with that of the former chamber library, you will quickly become convinced that the inventory of the chamber library is of a purely theoretical-scientific nature and thus not suitable to be a reference library. For this reason, we have come to the conclusion, after further serious deliberation, to acquire a new reference library for the Gau administration in order to ensure that it actually contains the material that would serve the political and practical work of a Gau leader. Therefore, I would like to request that I be given the opportunity to speak briefly with you concerning the permanent size and content of this library and, upon your return, will take the liberty of visiting your office on Tuesday. as seen fit. Assuming that there are a great many writings, documents, etc. to be found among the latter material that would be important for the research goals of the Arbeitswissenschaftliches Institut and for our library's purposes, I would be grateful if such papers would be turned over to the Central Library of the DAF.
Heil
Therefore, I would like to ask you to set up contact between the appropriate Wehrmacht headquarters and us, so that we can make our requests and proposals directly. We offer you our many thanks in advance for your efforts in this matter. Dear party comrade Dr Knochen, Now that I am once again safely back in Berlin, I want to take this opportunity to express my utmost gratitude for the many ways you supported my activity in Paris. Please allow me again to outline precisely in the following which papers from which organizations are valued by the Deutsche Arbeitsfront, and particularly the Arbeitswissenschaftliches Institut for its future work. As has already been discussed and given you in handwritten form, it is my request that you see to it that the material secured for us is sent to Berlin in any event. When this time comes. I would be grateful for word from you so that the transition can be made by us without any technical difficulties or loss of time. For the record, let me again itemize for you what has been secured for us by the Paris acquisitions task force. 2. all of the documents important for international and national social policy found in the libraries of these organizations (law gazettes, official statistics and inquiries) as well as the significant material available on scientific theory and the existing library catalogues.
3. Existing documentation that gives insight into the social policy goals and work of the organizations. These include -among others -meeting minutes, protocols and conference reports, etc.
You have reported that you have not completed the inspection of the French unions in Paris. I ask you also to protect our interests here and to ensure that material of interest to us, especially from the following trade unions, is seized. I do not know whether the addresses are still correct since I took them from a directory that does not indicate when it was published. However, I think that it is a recent publication.
Please let me know when the confiscation has been completed by the acquisitions task force so that I can send Weinberger to Paris for an inspection in 3 or 4 weeks, if necessary.
In the meantime, should the possibility arise to bring the material confiscated for us to Berlin other than by collective shipment, I would be grateful if you would notify me of such.
Please give Sturmbannftthrer Boemelburg my greetings and my utmost thanks for his valuable cooperation in securing the material. Following consultation with Chief Detective Superintendent Boemelburg, it does not appear at all possible to obtain the material. Please take note of this. Dr Richter has not been informed by this office. Dear party comrade Dr Knochen, I would be grateful to learn from you whether we can count on receiving a shipment of the material confiscated for the DAF from you in the foreseeable future. It is possible to send a truck to Paris from here, since a local carrier has military contracts and would be able to make the necessary arrangements for the return shipment.
Heil Hitler! Yours, (signed: Dr Richter)
Core terms of use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0020859000111939 
An den Beauftragten des Chefs dcr

C.G.T. Material
With our many thanks, we acknowledge having received your letter and will be able to notify you in the next few days when a truck will depart for Paris from here. We ask you also to ensure that the IFTU material confiscated for the DAF is made ready for shipment as well. Dear party comrade Dr Bollacher, I acknowledge the arrival of your letter to party comrade Weinberger and, of course, am willing to halt any further shipment of CGT material still existing in Paris due to the circumstances you described. However, it would be very desirable for the further work of the DAF, and especially for that of the Arbeitswissenschaftliches Institut, if you could ensure that the material that is already here could remain at the institute. In any case, this should be possible to achieve for the inventory of the International Federation of Trade Unions.
I would appreciate it if you would arrange that this matter be settled in this manner; please let me know as soon as a definite decision has been made about this matter. Dear party comrade Dr Bollacher, As you, too, have certainly seen reported in the press, the Vichy government has decided to dissolve the French trade unions. In my opinion, the content of your letter dated 7 November and my letter dated 14 November 1940, is out-of-date in these circumstances. I assume that it will be possible in this altered situation still to transport the rest of the CGT inventory secured for the DAF to Berlin. I ask you to make the necessary inquiries and let me know as soon as possible, so that we still have time to ship the papers. Dear party comrade Dr Best, I am writing with reference to the discussion I had with you in Munich about colleagues of my institute taking possession of trade union documents. Enclosed you will find the transcript of the report from which you can see that nothing has been undertaken on our part in Paris without the permission of the acquisitions task force. I realize that, due to very recent developments, the documents of the French trade unions, which have in part been transported to Berlin, must be returned. I think it would be wise if we contacted the gentlemen of the Paris acquisitions task force directly in this matter, with whose help the operations had been undertaken before. Should you be aware of a simpler way of returning the material, I would be grateful to hear from you soon.
As agreed, the material in our possession belonging to the International will, however, remain at the institute's disposal. Please permit me to make the following suggestions: according to the current owners -the DAF no longer exists -it is necessary to clean up the library. This work could be started by me with the assistance of the stack librarian, Herr Schluck. The library holds such unique treasures from the period prior to 1933 that it must not be lost. A retrieval of the evacuated books should be undertaken 
Translation
With the assistance of several staff members, I have inspected the book inventories and collections of material of the former DAF. I feel it is imperative that these be secured for the FDGB. The danger of ransacking by unauthorized offices and persons cannot be ruled out.
As of March 1945, the extensive book inventories and collections of material of the former DAF were distributed between the following places: In the autumn of 1944, some of the books were brought here from the Immelmannstrasse for safekeeping. In late 1943, smaller collections of books were brought here from the Leipziger Platz and Immelmannstrasse locations. In summer 1944, the lectorate of the Arbeitswissenschaftliches Institut was evacuated there. They took their working material with them and were not able to bring back any books, etc. when they returned suddenly in February 1945.
A majority of these inventories must be considered to be lost. The material at hand, especially in Berlin, must be taken into safekeeping. For the collections in the buildings of the former DAF in Zehlendorf am Teltower Damm a removal commando has already been set up. It is understood that the material, which we have sent to FDGB, will not become property of the German Free Trade Union, which will only function as trustee for us. I think, however, that in the new future this material will have to become again the property of the Trade unions.
We further received from FDGB a collection of newspapers, pamphlets and posters which we shall send you under separate cover, and we shall also in future receive this material regularly. [...] I have been trying to collaborate as far as possible with MFA&A* and, whenever necessary, secured clearance through MFA&A. No target has been evacuated without proper clearance and even then books were not simply packed and shipped to Washington, but carefully sorted out before. All books containing stamps showing that they had originally been looted from German-occupied countries were separated and will be turned over to MFA&A, which will restitute them to the countries of origin. This was particularly the case with the target Immclmann Strasse (Deutsche Arbcitsfront) where 200,000 to 300,000 books were found. If we would not have intervened, this entire collection comprising a great number of books, stolen from Holland, Czechoslovakia and Austria, would have vanished, since at the time when we first came to the place one-third had already been sent to a storehouse in the Russian Zone of Berlin.
We have -in agreement with MFA&A -made the necessary arrangements that all books which can be identified as to the former country of origin should be sent to our storehouse so that they can be returned to the former owners. On the other hand we have returned to the new German Trade Unions all those books which had evidently been taken from German trade union libraries when the Nazis came into power. * Monuments, Fine Arts, and Archives Section of the US Army. The AWI archive was entrusted to us by the fiduciary office. The existing material was transported from the House of Technology to here in 275 filing cabinets. We ask you to notify the fiduciary office of the acquisition and to transfer the supervision and administration of the archive to us. In addition, we would also like to have it made known that no one is permitted to remove cabinets or material without our knowledge.
With greeting from the unions by order of (Reiss)
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Sir: In 1946, the military authorities transferred the Deutsche Arbeitsfront Library to the Library of Congress Mission to Europe for distribution through our Cooperative Acquisitions Project. After its arrival here, it was found that this library contained a great deal of material that had been confiscated from the Restoration of the destroyed Trade Union Libraries
With reference to our letter of 26 November 1948 concerning the whereabouts of the DAF Central Library, we would like to inform you of the following. By chance, when processing the application of a former employee of this library it came to our attention that the DAF Central Library, comprising a collection of 300,000 books, and which had been evacuated to Silesia, survived the war intact and was allegedly moved to Cracow approximately one year after the end of the war. In our future endeavours we will, in effect, be forced to relinquish the titles banned during the Nazi period as part of the "List of forbidden literature" in order to regain possession of the, to us, extremely valuable titles published before 1933. We would like to ask you to take these things into account in any subsequent dealings with regard to this matter. 
